Introduction
Combination implants containing estrogens and trenbolone acetate have become the industry standard because of their substantial effects on cattle growth and efficiency. Though extremely effective in producing rapid, efficient growth by feedlot cattle, these potent implants may degrade marbling and the resulting USDA quality grade. Our objective was to compare two commercially available implants, Revalor-S and Synovex Plus, when administered to heavy, short-fed, yearling steers.
Experimental Procedures
One hundred four Hereford × Angus steers averaging 897 lb were weighed, then divided into eight groups of 13 head each. Steers received either a Revalor-S or Synovex Plus implant. Cattle were placed into eight feedlot pens and stepped up from 50% concentrate to their final finishing diet (Table 1 ) over 2 weeks. Cattle were fed once daily for 82 days and then slaughtered at a commercial abattoir.
Average daily gains and feed efficiencies were computed by applying a 4% pencil shrink to the final live weight, which was determined immediately before shipment, approximately 24 hours after the last feeding. Carcass data were obtained following a 24-hour chill. 
Results and Discussion
Performance and carcass traits for steers implanted with Revalor-S and Synovex Plus are shown in Table 2 . Feed intakes and daily gains and, consequently, feed efficiencies were similar for steers implanted with Revalor-S vs. Synovex Plus. Most carcass characteristics were unchanged as a result of type of implant used.
However, the Revalor--S groups tended (P<.09) to have a higher percent of carcasses graded USDA Choice or better than those implanted with Synovex Plus.
These results suggest that Revalor-S and Synovex Plus yield comparable growth performance in heavy, short-fed, yearling steers. However, under those circumstances, Revalor-S may improve carcass grade. 
